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Recycling plastic gives
our planet, particularly the seas, long-term
freedom from new and
unmanageable waste
streams.
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THE FLUSTIX ‘RECYCLED’
STANDARD

Industrially produced products look
increasingly similar. Nevertheless,
there can be huge differences in
their materials. Manufacturers often
wonder how to fight their aggressive
competitors while keeping their sustainable products on the market. How
can they oppose cheap products with
more expensive yet sustainable, high
quality products?
The Flustix Recycled trustmark clearly
highlights the difference. Flustix is the
ideal solution, especially for products
that cannot be produced plastic-free
but still aim to help the environment.
The Recycled label means a product
is safe, socially responsible and certified.
By auditing and assessing the manufacturing process, our partners DIN
CERTCO and TÜV Rheinland determine a product’s recycled material content. It is then possible to apply for
a licence. The proportion of recycled
materials will be published in the certification and on the product.

RECYCLED

67 %

[LicenceNo.] DINCERTCO/FLUSTIX.COM

The Flustix
Recycled label

Flustix enables companies
to credibly promote their responsible products by providing objective support for
product advertising with its
certification mark. Consumers know they’re in safe
hands with the Flustix mark.

A supply chain assessment determines the percentage share of post-consumer and pre-consumer recycled materials in each product. In addition to Flustix
Recycled, we offer four Flustix plastic-free certification
marks. Full details of our plastic-free trustmarks are
available on our website.

Using plastic responsibly
“After shopping for my family of five, I usually end up with at least one
rubbish bag full of plastic that I’ve only used once. More than half of
this bag’s contents get burned – delicately termed ‘thermal recycling’.
It doesn’t feel right, especially not when I think about my children and
the generations to come. The idea for Flustix was born out of my wish
to change things: it is a certification label that indicates the sustainable
use of plastics in products. We provide a solution to the plastic problem
with this initiative. And it’s a solution that is easy to integrate into daily
life. Our label for consumers provides clear guidance, which enables
everybody to contribute to environmental conservation. Avoiding plastics is an issue that concerns us all. If nature does not remain intact,
we will cause lasting damage to ourselves. With Flustix, we are starting
something that every single person can participate in and effect change
with.”

Malte Biss
FLUSTIX Founder
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Recycling is the goal
After getting up, the first thing we
reach for is a product made of plastic, even if it’s just the toothpaste.
Plastics are everywhere and plastic
makes life easy. It has democratised consumption, making products
cheaper and lighter as well as easily
accessible to the majority of people.
But our excessive use of increasing
volumes of new synthetics is irreversibly catching up with us. We need
to rethink our consumption and daily use of plastics. That is what Flustix
stands for.
Let’s not produce plastics to be disposed or burned. Did you know that
one kilogram of plastic uses up two
kilograms of crude oil?
If we really need to produce plastics,
then they must be good ones. We at
Flustix use the term “good plastics”
for sustainable synthetics which can
be collected after use and repurposed many times. But not every type
of plastic is recyclable: mixed synthetics, composite materials, and
paper products which are covered
with a thin plastic surface (such as
takeaway coffee cups) usually have
to be burned. This is because their
components are irreversibly mer-

ged. Flustix’ auditing and testing
system proves whether responsibly
recycled materials have been used.

ENCOURAGE TRANSFORMATION
The main goal of Flustix Recycled is
to encourage a life cycle for materials – instead of thermal recycling.
A life cycle for materials means a recurring transformation of chemical
bonds that results in new raw material for new products.
We need plastics in medicine, transport, science, security and many
other sectors. The focus must be
on recycling until alternative, renewable, biodegradable materials are
created. The EU has realised this. In
January 2018, it drafted a new strategy to support the recycling economy. Funding is available for businesses supporting the life cycle of
plastic.

PLASTIC PRODUCTION AT RECORD LEVELS

Since the 1950s, plastic production has hit new highs each year. More than 420
million tons of new plastics were produced globally in 2017. Producing new plastics from fossil fuels is cheaper than reusing plastic that already exists due to the
regulated oil price. The recycling process is also complex and elaborate. However, this must stop as soon as possible because there are already some 10 billion
tons of plastic on our planet. The actual whereabouts of 80 percent of that plastic
(meaning 8 billion tons!) is unknown.
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Recycling: a global challenge
China banned German plastic waste
imports in 2018, meaning the biggest export market for plastic waste
has disappeared. German law will
demand an increase in recycling rates for domestic plastic waste from
one third to two thirds in 2019. The
EU’s plastic strategy sets binding
goals to be reached by 2025, 2030
and 2035. EU-wide laws and financial controls will oblige producers
to take responsibility for their plastic use. Furthermore, in June 2018
the EU announced new laws against
single-use plastic products such as
single-use food trays, dishes, cutlery
and plastic straws.

China’s decision, Germany’s new
plastic-packaging law, and the EU
strategy all have an impact on the
German economy. Flustix Recycled’sees this as an opportunity for
companies, consumers, and especially for the environment.
All sectors that include consumer
goods containing synthetics will
soon be subject to close scrutiny.
They will need to reposition themselves to some extent. National and
regional authorities are required to
use taxes and all other economic
means to support the use of recycled synthetics. Examples of this include taxes on the disposal and burning of plastics; legal restrictions on
using single-use-plastics; new recycling methods; and financial support
for information campaigns as well
as private initiatives. With Flustix
Recycled you can send a signal to all
groups of buyers today. And you can
put your company in pole position.

According to the EU, 26 million tons of plastic
waste are generated in Europe each year. Less
than one third has ever been reused.
6

Why produce more new synthetics?
This product should be produced with
safe recycled materials instead.

Non-recyclable packaging will be more
expensive in 2019.
*from ZSVR (‘Stiftung Zentrale Stelle Verpackungsregister’) guidelines – the specification guidelines are mandatory as a minimum standard for dual systems in Germany
from 2019 onwards, see: https:// www.recyclingmagazin.de

Flustix
RECYCLED
All products made entirely or with
secondary plastics are suitable for
labelling with the Flustix Recycled
certification mark. Our auditing and
certification partners analyse the
percentage of recycled materials in
a product. This is done via independent assessments of supply chain
and manufacturing processes. A licence to label the product and its
proportional amount of recycled
materials can then be granted. The
Flustix Recycled label therefore is
an independent, credible and reliable consumer guide.

RECYCLED

67 %
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FLUSTIX LABELS
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You benefit from the Flustix
Recycled trustmark through:


•

Clear differentiation in a competitive environment


•

Worldwide acceptance and market access via
our international audit system


•

Increased trust in your and company from markets
and consumers


A clear decision-making and guidance tool for trade
and consumers

•

possibility to profit from a reduced licencing fee for the
„Dual System“ (relevant for german market)

Make your commitment to
environmental protection visible by
putting the trustmark on your product.

•

Our services:


•

International audit and licencing network

•

Trustworthy auditing, examination and assessment of
audited results


•

Guarantee of consistently high quality via continuous
monitoring

•

Growing brand recognition through:
- continuous advertisement of the Flustix Recycled trustmark
- continuous marketing and public relations work for
the Flustix Recycled trustmark

•

Licencing to display your product’s recycled material
content on its packaging.

•

possibility to prove the amount of recyclates used in your
product at the „Zentrale Stelle Verpackungsregister“
(relevant for german market)

67 %

9

How to get certified
1. Request

5. Monitoring

4. Assessment

2. Offer

1

3. Audit

1. Submit your label request to us
2. Our audit partner DIN CERTCO prepares an individual quote for auditing your supply chain depending on our certification programme

3. Our audit partner TÜV Rheinland makes auditors available worldwide
4. If your supply chain for your product meets the certification programme’s requirements and the Flustix standards, a product labelling licence can be requested from
DIN CERTCO

OUR AUDITING PARTNERS

Flustix and its audit and licensing partners DIN CERTCO and TÜV
Rheinland support the recycling economy. Our accredited audit partners have been cornerstones of quality assurance and manufacturing
assessments for more than 30 years. They are both internationally
established in the development and implementation of objective valuation criteria. These guarantee consumers high-quality services as
well as minimum requirements for products and services.

5. Once the product is on the market, it is continuously
monitored for compliance with our standards
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Benefits for the environment,
society & businesses

Is your business is a pioneer in using recycled materials for packaging and other products? Do you want to clearly communicate
your commitment? Then choose the Flustix
Recycled trustmark.

PLASTIK NEU DENKEN
Economically
benefical
Your sustainable business will
pay off: The Flustix trustmark is
acknowledged by the „Dual System“. If you base your products
on recyclates, you will profit
from, reduced licencing fees on
the german market.

Reliable & safe
Flustix Recycled – reliability for
consumers, companies, producers and retailers. Flustix
Recycled gives businesses an
approved guarantee that only
high-quality plastic materials
are in the products marketed to
customers.

Future-proof
Flustix Recycled addresses all
consumer segments: every sector must establish its own targets to prepare for the booming
sustainability market before
binding EU specifications take
effect in 2025.

Secondary plastics as a future-proof
solution: they facilitate PLASTIK
plastic reduction
NEU DENKE
wherever using plastic is absolutely
essential.
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Flustix Recycled:
a certification for all industries
Consumers are increasingly focused on resource-friendly
alternatives
to food packaging, single-use packaging, and
drinks bottles. That is why
developing products containing a proportion of recycled materials makes
sense.

Functional textiles and
fashion products can be
made with recycled materials which are in vogue,
too. Conventionally produced fashion, which does
not provide transparency
regarding its production
processes, has increasingly fallen into disrepute.
Clear certification through
Flustix is very profitable in
this sector.

Interior surfaces and
products made with
a visible proportion
of recycled materials
are now very popular with consumers
because they openly
communicate environmental awareness. But the recycled
materials must be independently verified.

We are surrounded by our furniture and household
goods everyday. Recycled material can be visually
effective as an attractive design feature. Recycled
material can also be invisible. Either way, the Flustix Recycled trustmark provides clarity for consumers. It encourages trust and creates a positive
perception of your brand.

12

The use of new plastics in car manufacturing has steadily increased
over the last 20 years. But today,
already 50% of plastics used in this
industry are recyclates.
Dashboards, bumpers, tanks, handles, buttons, casings, containers,
clamps and sockets: all these parts
are now manufactured mostly from
synthetics.
Anyone working with recycled materials instead has a clear advantage, given that the recycling of
end-of-life (ELV) vehicles already
plays an important role in new vehicle development.

*The EU guideline 2000/53/EG for ELVs became a driving motor for recycling within the automotive industry by introducing appropriate collection systems for ELVs and stricter environmental requirements. The guideline currently stipulates the re-use and recovery of at least
85 percent of an average vehicle weight per year for all ELVs.
13
Source: https://www.umweltmagazin.de/2015/Ausgabe-06

These sectors in particular benefit from
Flustix certification because the market for products containing recycled
materials is growing rapidly:

Flustix Recycled certifies
products used in construction such as window frames,
flooring, insulation, and other prefabricated components containing recycled
synthetics.
Construction supplies including fixtures, cable ties, dowels and others also qualify.

“Lots of materials made of waste
plastic that are used in the construction,
soundproofing and environmental conservation sectors, meet the closed loop
economy’s standards whilst still fulfilling diverse quality requirements. Being
eco-friendly makes them superior to the
primary products.”
* https://www.bvse.de/themen-kunststoff-recycling/kunststoffaufkommen
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These two examples show that packaging
made of recycled synthetics is on-trend:

Environmentally-friendly packaging significantly
influences cosmetics purchasing decisions.
Many consumers are even happy to pay higher
prices then.
The demand for sustainable,
eco-friendly beauty products
has been rising for years. As
a result, consumers are even
scrutinising conventional cosmetics. Today’s consumers
assess packaging types carefully before deciding whether
or not to make a purchase.

Source: Head & Shoulders, https://www.headandshoulders.de

Lush implemented an inhouse, closed recycling-loop
for its black polypropylene
packaging. Customers return
their old packaging to the
brand’s shops, the material is
cleaned, shredded, and then
re-used for new packaging.

Source: https://uk.lush. com
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The Flustix Recycled
trustmarks´ advantages
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Benefits for
businesses,
consumers and
the environment
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This is how the
Flustix Recycled
certification
pays off

TE

These products
(and many more)
can be certified
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We are
here for you!

FLUSTIX GmbH
Kronprinzendamm 20
D – 10711 Berlin
Telefon: +49 (0) 30 3982 0696 0
General enquiries: info@flustix.com
Press enquiries r.eltahwy@biss-pr.de
© Flustix GmbH - 2019

flustix.com

